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Mr- Lyon Nad made excellent progress in the language,
and promised to be a very efficient missionary; but, to
our great regiet, he was obliged to leave. Mr. Buyers
was in his prime, and was well equipped for service.
Thus within eighteen months the staff of the mission
was reduced from five to two, and one of these too
young and inexperienced to do anything more than help
his senior brother. In June, 1841, we were joined by
the Rev. D. G. Watt, and early in 1842 by the Rev. J. H.
Budden. These much-esteemed brethren still survive,
and have done excellent service in the cause of Christ;
but both suffered much from the climate, and their stay
at Benares was too short to admit of their doing there
what their hearts were bent on doing.
I have not the means of comparing our Indian missions
with missions in other parts of the world, but I believe
our losses by the failure of health have greatly exceeded
theirs. The climate of*the South Sea Islands, of South
Africa, and of the West Indian Islands, is far more
favourable to European health than that of the parts of
India in which most of our missions are. The longevity
of many of the South African missionaries bears remark,
able testimony to the salubrity of their climate.
This failure of health and consequent abandonment of
the wo*k is one of the greatest trials missions in India
have had to encounter, and is a formidable obstacle to
success. Instances have not been rare when, after great
expense has been incurred, the missionary or his wife has
suddenly broken down—the wife perhaps more frequently
than the husband—and a speedy return to England has'
been the result, The name appears in the Report as an
agent, but no work has .been, or could have been, ac
complished. In other cases the stay has been too brief

